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Issue!!  

The Baden-Powell Council, Boy Scouts of America recognized 62 area Boy Scouts who earned their 
Eagle Scout Rank in the calendar year of 2013 on Sunday, February 9th, 2014 at a reception at the Bing-
hamton Club.  The 34 Eagle Scouts attending were paired with an individual sponsor who works in the field 
of their career interest and who was able to offer insight into their professional choice.  The event was 
chaired by Broome County Sheriff David Harder.  Sheriff Harder, a board member of the Baden-Powell 
Council, is an Eagle Scout from the class of 1958.  Brad Farmer, Assistant Chief Scout Executive, gave the 
keynote address on how Scouting and the rank of Eagle Scout prepare a young man for lifeôs challenges. 

The Eagle Scout Award is the highest advancement rank in Boy Scouting.  Two percent of all youth 
who join Scouting earn the rank of Eagle.  From 1912 to 2013, over 2 million Boy Scouts earned the Eagle 
Scout rank.  Eagle Scouts represent the highest quality leader the Boy Scouts of America can present for 
families and communities.  These young men have proven quality character traits and demonstrated leader-
ship skills over a number of years in the program.  By the time a young man attains his Eagle Scout award, 
he has given well over 200 hours of service rank to his community.   

Former Presidents, Astronauts, Military Commanders, Politicians, Film Directors and many more 
have credited their Scouting career and their earning of the rank of Eagle Scout with providing the skills they 
needed to be successful in their occupations and for helping them choose their path in life.  An Eagle Scout 
can certainly say that he ñwalks with giantsò.  Famous Eagle Scouts include Steven Spielberg, President Ger-
ald R. Ford, General Colin Powell, and Sam Walton, founder of Wal-Mart.  
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Executive Thoughts 

 

Roger B. Hoyt, Scout Executive 

 
The Journey to Excellence we started three years ago has 

focused our council on fourteen critical measures for continu-

ous improvement to ensure the highest quality program on 

the unit, district and council level.  The Baden-Powell Council 

received ñGoldò recognition in Fiscal Management, Cub Scout 

Camping, Community Service, Commissioner Service, Unit 

Visitations, Council Leadership, District Leadership and Unit 

Leadership Training.  Our opportunities include increasing 

market share and membership growth through stronger 

efforts to retain those Scouts and leaders who join.  The 

teamwork and extraordinary efforts of our volunteers and 

professional staff resulted in achieving more points than we 

earned in our 2012 (1650 versus 1575) and a ñSilverò Overall 

Council Recognition, putting us in the top 20% of Councils 

across the country.  We look ahead at the opportunities where 

we can improve, but are excited about what we have achieved.  

Ultimately, all our efforts on our Journey to Excellence im-

prove the program experience for our Scouts, and greatly 

enhance the level of support and satisfaction we can give to 

our parents and leaders.   

 

The Great Wall of China is one of the wonders of the world, a 

masterpiece of engineering.  Some say it is the only man-made 

structure that can be seen from space.  In some areas it is 

thirty feet across at the top and snakes some 13,000 miles 

through mountainous terrain.  

 

The wall was built to protect China from invasion.  Guard 

towers and battlements are constructed at frequent intervals 

to give the military soldiers the best possible vantage points to 

defend the country against invaders.  Yet in the first 100 years 

the wall was complete, enemies managed to breech the wall 

three different times.  How in the world could such a thing 

happen? 

 

The invaders didnôt swarm with ladders and go over the top, 

nor did they dig tunnels and go underneath.  They didnôt even 

build large catapults to knock the wall down.  All the invaders 

had to do was bribe the gatekeepers.  The political and mili-

tary leaders in China should have spent more time on devel-

oping the integrity and character of their gatekeepers, than on 

engineering the marvel that was assembled before their very 

eyes. 

 

We too, can get sidetracked with many of the marvels in our 

busy world, and neglect the character and integrity of our 

children.  The programs of the Boy Scouts of America stand in 

stark contrast to our modern day marvels and build a founda-

tion stronger than the Great Wall that will never be breeched.  

Thank you for keeping your Scout active in this character 

building, leadership developing, life changing program.  If you 

are a leader, your efforts are so important in the lives of our 

youth.  If you are a parent or guardian, ask your pack and 

troop leaders how you can help.  It truly takes a village, and 

your efforts will be appreciated by your son or daughter (in 

Venturing) and by your units ñotherò parents and leaders. 

 

Memorial Tribute  
 

 

 

The phrase ñIn Lieu of Flowers or giftsò appears 

quite frequently in obituaries, wedding an-

nouncements and other events.   Memorial gifts 

are gifts to scouting in memory of a friend or 

loved one; Honor gifts are in recognition of an 

individualôs achievement. 

Gifts made in Memory Of:  

George Friedah  

By  

Eileen & Colleen Horan 

Memorial notices are sent from the Council to 

the family of each of the memorialized individu-

als. 

Congratulatory announcements are sent from the 

Council direct to the honored individuals.   

To make a donation to the tribute fund, please 
contact Roger Hoyt at  (607) 648 -7888, ext. 105 

or email at roger.hoyt@scouting.org.  
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Scout Shop News  

 We now stock Poplin (67 % cotton) Boy Scout Shirts in a nice selection of sizes.  These shirts are $8.00 to $10.00 less cost than 

the microfiber shirts.  

We have a new line of gift and recognition items, including picture frames, knives, size 10-13 heavy socks at $5.99 a pair, and pin 

on compasses. 

We have a nice selection of vinyl lace at $1.99 each and pony beads at $0.89 -$2.99 a bag. 

We are expecting even more new items soon.  Come be surprised with the new stuff!!!! 

Council Annual Meeting Notice  

The Baden-Powell Councilôs annual business meeting 

will be Monday, May 12, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. at the 

Holiday Inn, 2 Hawley Street, Binghamton, New York, 

prior to the Recognition Dinner.  Suggested nominees 

for Council Executive Board duties from registered 

local council scouters are to be received in writing, no 

less than 30 days prior to this meeting.  Please submit 

recommendations to :  Baden-Powell Council, B.S.A. c/

o Nominating Committee Chairman, 2150 NYS Route 

12, Binghamton, New York, 13901. 

Charles H. F. Wright (1918 -2013)  

The Baden-Powell Council was saddened to learn of 
the passing of Charlie Wright at the end of Decem-
ber 2013. ñRanger Charlieò, as he was known, began 
his employment with the Boy Scouts of America in 
the Susquenango Council in 1952; at the time the 
first parcel of land at Summit Lake was purchased 
for what was to become Tuscarora Scout Reserva-
tion. From the first contractors clearing areas for the 
original buildings and campsites, to the growth of 
the property as we know it today, Ranger Charlieôs 
dedication is evidenced in the quality of the camp 
and itsô facilities. He served as the camp ranger until 
his retirement from the BSA in 1983. Ranger Charlie 
had a unique passion for assuring that ñanything 
worth doing was worth doing rightò and strived 
tirelessly to provide the best facilities and programs 
for Scoutingôs youth. His legacy at Tuscarora is a 
lasting    testimonial that; as a Scout ñI will Do My 
Bestò. 

Logging Good Turn for America Hours Pays Off!  

Thanks to all the units in our Council who logged your Scouts and leaders service hours into the Good Turn for 
America website in 2013.  Community leaders, businesses and other citizens are able to see the great work you 
and your Scouts are accomplishing improving the lives of others in your community.  Below are the top three 
units in each district listed by the average number of service hours per Scout.  The top unit in each district will 
receive a $100 credit to the Baden-Powell Council camp you will be attending, just a small recognition and way 
of saying thank you, for the community service you have accomplished, and for taking the time to log in your 
hours. 

Chenango -Total District Hours -2,548    Hours per Scout 

   First -Troop 51-Sertoma Club, Afton    21.8  
   Second-Troop 63-United Church of Christ, Norwich    15.73  

   Third -Troop 62-Emanuel Episcopal, Norwich   14.81 
 

Delahanna -Total District Hours -2,42  
                        Hours per Scout 
   First -Troop 92-First Presbyterian, Montrose    23.96 

   Second-Troop 50-Silver Lake Rod & Gun, Brackney   22.60 

   Third -Troop 88-Warren Lodge, Montrose   19.35 
 
Hiawatha -Total District Hours -4,762     Hours per Scout 

   First -Troop 43-Park Terrace UMC, Apalachin   20.42 

   Second-Troop 202-First Baptist, Endicott    16.70 

   Third -Troop 36-Masonic Lodge, Nichols   15.13 

 

Taughannock -Total District Hours -8,183    Hours per Scout 

   First -Troop 81-OCM BOCES, Cortland    65.92 

   Second-Troop 91-McGraw UMC, McGraw   37.33 

   Third -Troop 2-First Congregational, Ithaca   37.22 
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Silver Beaver Recognition Dinner to be 

held at Holiday Inn  

The Silver Beaver Recognition Dinner will 
be held Monday, May 12 at 7 p.m. at the 
Holiday Inn at 2 Hawley Street in Bing-
hamton, NY.  Dinner reservation forms 
are on our homepage.  The dinner will 
recognize the many achievements of our 
adult volunteers and highlight our 2014 
Silver Beaver Recipients.  Silver Beaver 
nomination forms can be found on line at 
www.bpcouncil.org , under forms/
advancement.  Nominations are due to the 
Council Office no later than March 17.  
Selections will be announced after April 1.  
Please take the time to submit your nomi-
nations for a deserving Scout leader to be 
recognized with the highest Council level 
recognition that is bestowedéthe Silver 
Beaver Award. 

Many other volunteers will be recognized 
at the dinner including Venturing Leader-
ship Awards, JTE District Awards, Veter-
anôs Awards, James E. West Awards and 
District Awards of Merit.  Cost for the 
dinner is $23 per person.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Catherine Collins 
at Catherine.Collins@Scouting.org. 
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Mark it for March! University of 

Scouting  

The Baden-Powell Council University of 

Scouting (Chenango Forks High School, 

March 22nd) is your yearly opportunity to 

meet and network with Scouters from all 

districts of the Baden- Powell Council.  For 

just $35 you get your choice of interesting 

and relevant classes touching on leadership, 

scout skills, fun, and adventure; a great 

lunch; a colorful patch; and a day of Total-

Immersion Scouting!  Our staff has been 

working hard for the past year to put togeth-

er a catalog that blends old favorites with 

new material for all program levels and we 

are sure that you will have a great time. 

Encouraging your Unit Leaders and Com-

mittee members as well as your older youth 

to attend will bring a flow of new ideas and 

suggestions home to your Unit and attend-

ance at University is a painless way to get 

that training that is so vital to Unit Success 

and Retention. Encourage your parents to 

attend and suggest relevant courses and you 

may find them more willing to take on some 

of those jobs your Unit needs to get done. 

Pick up a catalog at Council or Roundtable 

soon or point your browser to  

<<http://www.bpcouncil.org/

Training/University%20of%

20Scouting>>  

for information and online registration.   

Whatever course you plot, you will 

"Sail to Success" at the 2014            

University of Scouting!  

Okpik  
 
The Classroom Session of the 2014 edition of Baden-
Powell Councilôs Okpik Cold Weather Camping class 
was held Sunday afternoon January 5.  Congratula-
tions to the 16 participants!.  We covered Cold 
Weather Basics, Clothing, Tents & Bedding, Food 
Water & Equipment, Cold Weather First Aid, High 
Adventure Gear & Clothing, Snow Shelters, and Back 
Country Camping. 
 
The Outdoor Session of the course was February 14-
16 at Valley Camp in Onondaga Countyôs Highland 
Forest Park.  In the next Voice, weôll report about the 
quinzees and other snow shelters we built to sleep 
in!  

Roundtable Remarks  

Have you ever attended your District Roundtable?  If 

you haven't, you are missing out on a wonderful oppor-

tunity to bring new life to your Unit, network with 

other Scouters, and recharge your own Scouting Batter-

ies.  Every month your District runs a Roundtable for 

ALL Scouters as well as parents and anyone interested 

in Scouting.  Attendance is open to all adults in your 

Unit (NOT just Direct Leaders) and if you give 

Roundtable a try you might just experience benefits you 

never expected. 

Besides learning about upcoming events and program 

changes, you will find Breakout Sessions where special 

topics or training are presented.  Each District is 

unique and has it's own formula for success, but News, 

Ideas, and Other Scouters are always a powerful potion 

for developing Scouter Enthusiasm! 

If you are feeling a bit of the "mid -season blues", pay a 

visit to your District Roundtable: it might just brighten 

your evening and warm up your program delivery.  Not 

sure where your Roundtable meets?  Check out 

<<http://www.bpcouncil.org/Districts>> or use this 

handy list:  

¶ Chenango:  First Tuesday of each month; 7:00 

PM; Oxford High School, 50 S. Washington Ave., 

Oxford, NY 

¶ Delahanna:  Second Tuesday of each month; 

7:00 PM; Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 

Saints on Route 706, Montrose, PA 

¶ Hiawatha:  First Thursday of each month; 7:00 

PM ; Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 

305 Murray Hill Rd, Vestal, NY  

¶ Taughannock:  Second Wednesday of each 

month; 7:30 PM; Dryden High School, Room C-

13, 118 Freeville Rd, Dryden, NY 

SCOUTING FOR FOOD 

ñScouting for Foodò is Scoutingôs community stew-
ardship project aimed at addressing hunger in the 

communities in which we live and work.  
 
Who: All units in the Baden -Powell Council  
 
What: Scouting for Food is a food collection effort 
carried out by Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Ventur-
ers from your community. Scouts distribute food 
drive donation requests through a designated area 
and then return to collect the plastic grocery bags 
filled with donated food. The bags are collected and 
carried to local food pantries, churches, shelters for 
the homeless, and other local agencies that feed the 
needy.  
 
Where: Anywhere in your local community. Units 
decide the pantry they would like to place donations. 
  
When: Food bag distribution is on March 8 th. 
Collection is on March 15th.  
 
Patches will be available for distribution at the April 
Roundtables. Please remember to log your unitôs 
community service hours on the Journey to Excel-
lence website. Please visit: http://scouting.org/
scoutsource/Awards/JourneyToExcellence.aspx  
for more information on entering service hours or 
contact your District Executive.  

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

2014 Scouting for Food Sign -Up  

District _______________   

Unit __________ 

Name ___________________________ 

Current Position  __________________                  

Phone (____) ___________________                                 

Email 

_____________________________ 

Number of Youth Participating _______        

Number of Adults Participating _______         

Number of Bags Needed ________                            

What pantry/church or other agency will 

you be delivering the donations of food?  

_________________________________

Please mail registration to the Baden-Powell Coun-

cil, 2150 NYS Rt 12, Binghamton, NY 13901 or          

e-mail Gary Strong at gstrong@bsamail.org                                    

Questions? Contact Gary Strong or Brittany Hulbert 

at 607-648-7888. 

Baden -Powell Council Geocaches  
 

Geocaching is a high-tech game of hide-and-
seek played out in the world, all around the 
world, using GPS devices.  Someone will hide a 
cache, note its latitude/longitude coordinates, 
and a cache-seeker will use their GPS to go to 
that position and search for the hidden cache. 
 
Geocaches can be as large as an old Army 
ammo box, or as small as a capsule the size of 
your pinky fingerôs fingernail.  In larger ones, 
there will be treasure (trinkets) for cachers to 
tradeðtake one and leave one.  There may also 
be ñTravel Bugsò and other ñtrackableò items 
with their own tracking number that are regis-
tered on the www.geocaching.com website. 
 
Baden-Powell Council has 17 geocaches at 
locations all around the council.  
 
Twelve of the B-P caches are ñCache to Ea-
gleò caches, at or near the location of an Eagle 
Scout projectðthe intent is to showcase these 
projects to the public.  
 
The GEOCACHING merit badge requirement 
8a says in part ñIf a Cache to Eagle® series 
exists in your council, visit at least three of the 
12 locations in the series.ò  Baden-Powell does 
have a Cache to Eagle series! 
 
For more information and to download com-
plete instructions and maps, click on the blue 
ñGeocachingò button on the left side of the 
Baden-Powell Council homepage, 
www.bpcouncil.org.  

http://www.bpcouncil.org
http://scouting.org/scoutsource/Awards/JourneyToExcellence.aspx
http://scouting.org/scoutsource/Awards/JourneyToExcellence.aspx
mailto:gstrong@bsamail.org
http://www.geocaching.com
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A Scout is Reverent  

The Oath we proclaim at every Scouting event states 
that we will do our Duty to God.  But, how do we 
incorporate the concept of bringing Duty to God to our 
Units when our Units blend different traditions and 
faiths? 

Come to the University of Scouting, Saturday, March 
22, 2014 Chenango Forks High School.  Join the first 
period course ñBringing Duty to God to your Unitò.  
Learn some ways to incorporate a natural and inclu-
sive reverence in your Scouting activities.  Share what 
you are doing in your Unit with others in the course.  

While youôre there stop by the Religious Emblems 
display provided by the Duty to God Committee.  
Learn more about the emblems program and take the 
information back to your Unit.  

PRIMITIVE SKILLS WEEKEND                                                                 
March 14-16, 2014 @ Tuscarora Scout Reservation 

  Local skills enthusiasts will share their knowledge of shelters, fire 
building, fire -by-friction methods, arrow making, flint knapping, 
bow & drill, basketry, natural cordage, bowl burning, and Native 
American crafts including beadwork, feather making, leather 
tooling, and more. All materials and equipment will be supplied. 
Scouts will be able to complete several Merit Badge Requirements 
by the end of the weekend. 

Course Director is Joe Zapach, Wilderness Skills Director at 
Tuscarora Scout Reservation. ñBoysô Lifeò magazine published an 
article in their December 2004 issue promoting Tuscaroraôs 
primitive skills program and it spread across the county. Joe has 
taught the week long ñWilderness Survival Experienceò summer 
course for the past 12+ years. For more information, contact Joe 
at: clydester2@aol.com with any questions, or Don OôBrien, High 
Adventure Coordinator: dp.obrien@juno.com  

A cracker-barrel will be offered Friday and Saturday night. 
Participants should bring their own food for meals (Fri. Nite; Sat. 
3 meals, Sun. 1 meal); snacks, drinks. Primitive cooking will take 
place Saturday morning and afternoon. Camp will supply two 
evening cracker barrels, drinks, and snacks.  Participants should 
arrive at Camp on Friday, March 15th between 6pm and 8pm. Our 
course will end at 9:30am Sunday morning.  

Lodging consists of tenting (bring your own - no charge), or 
renting lean-tos (8 persons max, bunks and mattresses supplied). 
Please reserve your lean-to with the Council Camping Assistant, 
Heather, at the Baden-Powell Council Office by calling (607) 648-
7888 x113.   Heather is available Monday- Friday from 1pm-5pm. 

 

2014 ñHigh Adventureò Registration Form 

Name: ___________________________                                
Age _______  Circle:  Male/Female  

Address: __________________________                           
Town: ____________ Zip: ________  

Home Phone: ______________________                                 
Cell Phone: ____________________  

E-mail Address: 
____________________________________  

Boy Scout / Venturer /Adult Leader (circle)                                     
Unit #: Troop _____   Crew _______  

Parentôs Signature 
___________________________________                  
Participantôs                                                                                     
Signature_________________________________  

Primitive Skills Weekend, March 14-16th.  Fee: $20.00 Youth/
Adult.  Note:  min. of 12 persons (Paid Youth & Adult) needed to 
run ea. Weekend.   Check payable ñB-P Council High Adventureò. 

Medical Form:  Class A for Scouts/Venturers/Adults (Weekend 
only, Youth under 18 need a parents signature).  A confirmation 
note will be e-mailed/mailed with any updates and reminders. An 
Adult Leader and/or Parent should accompany your Scouts; 
leadership can be shared. Provisional Scouts are welcome, contact 
HA Coordinator regarding this. Check in for Primitive Skills/
Living History is between 6 - 8PM on Friday night at . Weekends 
conclude at 9:30AM on Sunday morning.  

Return your completed registration form to the B -P Office with 
your fee (make checks out to B-P Council High Adventure Pro-
grams).   

For further information, contact the Baden -Powell Council 
Camping Assistant by email:  campsec@bsamail.org or phone: 
(607) 648-7888 x113.  

Or contact Don OôBrien, HA Coordinator by email:  
dp.obrien@juno.com  or phone:  Home: 607-722-2802 Cell: 607-
759-0360. 

Advancement Committee Updates  
 
The beginning of 2014 has seen a lot of changes coming 
to the Advancement in Scouting.  The most notable 
change has been the New Eagle Scout Requirements 
which now include Cooking Merit Badge and Sustaina-
bility (which can be in place of Environmental Science).  
The new Eagle Scout application which includes these 
changes is available on the Baden-Powell Council or 
National BSA website.  Life Scouts starting work on 
their Eagle Scout Project should always change the 
National Website and download the most up to date 
Eagle Scout Application and Eagle Scout Workbook, as 
updates and corrections have recently been made.  
www.scouting.org/advancement   
 
Over the next two years, we will see a lot of changes to 
the Scouting Program.  Most of these changes will be 
seen in Cub Scouts and Venturing.  To help leaders stay 
up to date on these upcoming changes to the program a 
website was set up to contain all the latest information 
on the program changes, including advancement.  It 
contains information on changes to the Venturing 
Advancement program rolling out this year, a good 
write up on changes to the Cub Scout Advancement 
program rolling out in 2015 and information about 
changes to the Boy Scout Advancement program that 
will roll out in 2016. www.scouting.org/
programupdates <-----  CHECK IT OUT! 
 
Scouts are always in need of Merit Badge Counselors.  
The Council Advancement Committee meets on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month to review and approve merit 
badge counselor applications.  New Merit Badge Coun-
selor applications are available on the Baden-Powell 
Council website or at the Council Service Center.  New 
Counselors will need to also complete an Adult Applica-
tion and complete youth protection training or provide 
your most recent youth protection certificate.  
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2014 Camp Cards Sale  

Camp Cards, a discount card fundraiser, will be 

available in the Baden-Powell Council in April of 

2014.  Scouts can earn their own way to Cub Day 

Camp, Webelos Resident Camp, Boy Scout Resi-

dent Camp at Camp Barton or the Tuscarora 

Scout Reservation, or even Philmont, or Florida 

Sea Base.  Our goal is to help every Scout have 

that mountain top experience in Scouting.  Camp 

cards make that experience possible for every 

Scout. 

How does it work?  A discount card provides 

purchasers numerous discounts to restaurants 

and retailers throughout the Baden-Powell Coun-

cil area.  Each card sells for $5.  The deals on the 

card far exceed the cost of the card.  Scouts are 

encouraged to sell as many cards as they can.  The 

Scout will earn 40% of all sales ($2 per card). 

What about the popcorn sale?   The popcorn 

sale is designed to maximize support for the 

Scout, the unit and the council at a price point 

that might not be affordable to all.  Camp cards 

allow Scouts to sell to everyone at a very afforda-

ble price point, and the purchase will directly 

support that Scout going to summer camp, not 

unit activities.  

How to get started - After March 1, you will be 

able to go online and fill out the registration form 

to sign up for the sale.  Please indicate how many 

Scouts will participate and how many cards each 

Scout would like to sell.  Cards will be distributed 

at the April Roundtable, or, you can pick them up 

at the office after April 1, 2014.  Sell through June 

1, 2014 then turn in your money by June 11 ($3 

per card) and any unsold cards to settle your unit 

account. 

Prizes?  Any Scout selling 25 or more cards will 

be entered into a draw to win a free week  at 

camp. (Day Camp, Cub Resident Camp, Boy Scout 

Resident Camp) 

Who will be the participating sponsors?    

Sponsors are still committing to the project, 

however in order for these cards to have the most 

appeal over the entire council area, they will 

include many restaurant chains and national 

retailers such as, Applebee's, McDonaldôs Subway, 

Dickôs Sporting Goods, Friendlyôs, Burger King, 

Papa Johnôs, Dominoes, and even the B-Mets! 

mailto:clydester2@aol.com
mailto:dp.obrien@juno.com
mailto:campsec@bsamail.org
mailto:dp.obrien@juno.com
http://www.scouting.org/advancement
http://www.scouting.org/programupdates
http://www.scouting.org/programupdates
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